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Utc  Fcllorj  (f  Trinity 
Duhlin. 


Brethren, 


It  have 

I ^  )  ou  ;  5 


rectify  your  misconcepiIoUR,  and  re¬ 
move  your  pnjiidiccs,  I  wouid  de¬ 
sire  to  exercise  all  patience  and  ten¬ 
derness,  towards  t!)ose  who  labor 
under  them.  While  1  would  bold¬ 
ly  contend  for  the  most  important 
truth,  I  am  anxious  to  be  kept  un¬ 
der  the  blessed  influence  of  tliat 
truth,  for  which  I  contend. 


long  wished  to  address 
and  have  lonj  been  pre¬ 
vented  by  other  engagement^,  as 
Veil  as  deterred  Uy  the  difficulty  o! 
ac’dressing  you  as  I  ^ish.  if  my  J 
f'bject  were  to  write  for  one  party  a-  j 
gainst  another,  to  expose  your  er¬ 
rors  for  the  sake  of  pleasing  tliose 
:  vvlio  clificr  from  you,  I  would  tind 
difficulty  in  the  task ;  and  I 
l*avc  not  Wv^ntci?  occasions  for  un- 
^iertaking  it.  But  I  trust  I  have  a 
I'auch  higher  aim.  While  I  would 
candidly  mark  what  I  consider  dan¬ 
gerous  errors  in  your  lK>dy,  I  wouKl 
^othis,  not  for  the  sake  of  victory 
of  truth.  Wnile  I  would  ad- 
tircss  you  with  all  tlic  simplicity  of 
^^‘Proof,  where  I  think  it  needful,  j 
^oulcl  rather  w  in  vou  bv  conviction, 
triumph  over  you  bv  arL'ti- 
^‘tnt.  'While  I  would  attempt  to 


T o  combine  these  things  is  no  ea¬ 
sy  matter  :  it  is  imix^ssible  to  man. 
But  I  look  to  him,  without  whom  I 
enn  <^Wnoihirg;  besccchini:  him  to 
keep  my  spiiil  ihi’cughoul  li.isa..':- 
dress  under  his  gracit»us  control. 
Brethren,  look  ye  also  t^  him,  as 
many  of  you  as  open  these  pages ; 
that  you  may  read  tl-.cm  with,  can¬ 
dor,  ib.at  you  may  not  be  sufTcred  to 
shut  your  niimls  rgairsi  seascnrble 
admonition  or  reproof ;  Ixi:  m-y 
examine  for  yourseUes,  and  piorc 
all  things” — not  by  huraan  authori- 
tVf  but  by  that  divine  word  wldch  a- 
biflcth  for  ever. 


I  HAVE  long  w  ished  for  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  Lrothei  Jy  intertx  un 
and  free  communication,  w  iili  real 

Chiisiiuns  in  vour  societv.  yucli, 
#  •  ^ 

I  am  persuaded,  difi'er  less  from  re¬ 
al  Christians  of  other  cler.ominii- 
tions,  than  they  are  taught  to  ima¬ 
gine.'  I  wish  tliat  we  should  know 
each  other,  understand  sr.d  imparr 
to  c2c!.  ot^.cr.  The  people  of  God 
are  all  hu  %*: ri Ai/r,  and  all  uil^Ai 
oj  turn.  jlib  V  erk  and  ii.J 
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. 
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the  in  them  all,  as  lo  their 

leading  characters  ;  and  where 
tliov  seem  to  difier,  their  dilFercncc 

I# 

arises  from  the  ^lU^ture  of  mun"s 
>vork  and  teuclung  wilii  the  divine. 
Ainicistall  mat  irixtnre,  I  Can  iVoin 
the  heart  joiri  in  i!ic  apostles  prayer, 

Grace  bo  wiu'.  rii  ihein  t'nat  io\c 
©nr  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity 
jirid  i  rejoice  in  tl«c  api^'oarances, 
Avliicd  have  for  soiue  liinc  past  in- 
dic«*ted  a  more  general  :htfiisi(»n  ol 
tlic  truly  catholic  spdiic,  expressed 
in  tnat  prayer. 

But  sufTcr  me  to  remenstrate 
W’itii  you  on  the  oppojiie  ten  ij  er  oi 
party  spirit,  wnich  seems  increas¬ 
ingly  to  prevail  m  your  body.  'i*he 
Methodist  Society  in  Irii.  nd  ap¬ 
pears  alarmed  at  the  growirng  union 
cf  other  Christians  wno  have  latcir 
been  stirred  i:p  to  co-r])crate  in 
spreading  titc  glorions  Ciospei  cn 
‘Godthiongh  the  country  ;  and  in 
the  magnitude  of  that  one  object 
(in  \\l)ich  their  hearts  feel  a  coni- 
jnon  interest)  are  forgettir.g  tiic 
subordinate  dlifercnces,  which  be¬ 
fore  kept  them  asunder.  Is  it  uot 
a  party  spiny,  ttmt  n'akes  the 
Methodist  Socielv  notonlv  stand  a- 
loot  JVooi  tills  blessed  union  hut  op¬ 
pose  it  and  tliat,  in  many  instan¬ 
ces,  bv  arts  the  mest  unw  arantabU , 
and  nusreprescntaticns  the  most 
frroundlcsss  ?  Those  w  hose  exer- 
tions  you  oppose  have  no  object,  but 
to  be  instruments  of  turning  sin¬ 
ners  from  darkness  to  light,  and 
ihom  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God. 
Is  it  not  a  party  spirit  v/iiicn  sug- 
gests  aTeur,  that  tiic  ineihodist  in¬ 
terest  will  be  injured  I'V  their  ex¬ 
ertions  I  I  knov/  that  tiio^e  who 
have  been  most  violent  in  the  ojjpo- 
sition  of  which  I  speak,  v/ou:d  as¬ 
sign  vaiious  reasons  wiiytlteyaic 
in  this  doing  God  service.  But  let  \ 
them  take  heed  ;  Saul  thought  the 
same  wiicn  he  persccutcd  tlm  early 
Christians.  Thev  ou2:bt  to  take  1 


more  pains,  to  examine  into  th^ 
principles  and  conduct  of  those 
whom  th«y  oppose,  before  they 
represent  them  as  hosliJe  to 
true  gospel.  Some  of  your  socie. 
ty  uJ'.o  professed  to  have  lived  lor 
rears  wiii'ctil  sin  in  thought,  word 
or  deed,  w  ill  sooner  or  later  fipj 
j  lliat  they  lane  been  living  in  that 
I  most  awful  sin,  of  speaking  all  niaii. 
ner  of  evil  luiselv  against  olhtrt, 
W’tH — tlio^  not  loilowmg  with  >or-. 
arc  ioliowing  v'hiGt,  and  servin‘> 
him  in  the  gc'sj  el.  far  am  1  iVenj 
intinuuing,  il  at  all  of  you  arc  in- 
ilner.red  by  t.bis  sj'iiii.  1  have  n  tt 
umoiig  you  inc.iviiiuuls,  who  vere 
biessculy  c:eliverVd  iVoin  it.  1  cail 
on  sucii  lo  oppose  the  grow  th  ol  it 
in  vour  socieiv. 

0  4 

But  it  is  not  only  yciif  eppesitien 
to  the  present  union  of  Chi'isliar.s  h 
various  churciies,  for  ilic  purj/cse 
ofadvancmg  the  interest  of  tiic  urn- 
versa!  church  of  Christ — it  is  vt: 
only  your  opposition  to  this  tliu 
marks  a  too  general  jiurty  ipiiiiin 
tlic  iVlelhodist  Society;  olhtr  evi¬ 
dences  of  the  same  Jiuve  long  exist¬ 
ed,  TliC  prmciprd  conccrii  cfnic- 
ny  among  you  has  long  appeared  to 
be,  about  the  increase  ol  )  our  own 
body.  Numbcix — tmmb.eis  lo  he 

added  to  your  society — that  lias 
seemed  tbicir  great  object ;  short  of 
wliich  nothing  satisfies  them  ;  and 
with  wliich  and  a  strict  adl.crcncCj 
lo  the  discipline  of  IVlKTuonuM, 
tbiCj  are,  indeed,  easily  satisfieil 
without  any  tliing  else.  ]icnc« 
w  l:cn  they  deal  w  ith  a  person 
der  the  influence  of  divine  grace,  no! 

evidence '*()f  its  rcaJitv  can  content  | 
.  *  ( 
I  hem  till  he  beconic  a  Methodist. | 

Ilcncc  their  representations  to 

that  he  can  never  be  compicuiv^ 

right,  tiil  lie  join  in  tlicir  ci'.*"- 

nu  elings.  Hence  iheir  indr.sliioris 

arts  to  blacken  in  bis  view 

CMirisiians,  lo  connexion  with  v. hen 

he  may  seem  disposed.  Ker.c 


^Iddrcasy  ifc 


if  Q  ^ 
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they 

the  I 
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.jicir  ciultiavoi’K  to  cntauj^le  lii-i  j  ciiscovcring  themselves  to  be  breth- 
foiiscicncc,  by  insinuutmj^  that  his  |  ren,  and  actiin'  in  broiheriy  Con- 
IjJjdisposition  to  become  a  Methodist  i  cert  for  the  advancement  ol' that  one 
[jrises  from  worldly  fear  or.  shame —  |  cause,  which  alone  will  certainly 
I  from  aversion  to  the  reproach  ot  the  5  prevail.  That  is  not  the  cause  of  a- 
l^ioss  of  Christ ;  as  if  that  reproach  ;  ny  human  party,  or  outward  flcnoin- 
wcrc  exclusively  attaelicd  to  tlieir  |  iuatioii  in  the  cimrcli  of  Christ.  It 
society.  Hence  the  manifestations  j  is  the  cause,  of  Christ’s  kingdom, 
of  allectionatc  attention  and  solici-  ■  And  shall  yon  be  alarmed  by  their 


m 


tilde  wliich  are  heaped  upon  l;im,  J  union,or  jealous  of  their  exertions^ 
jtrhilc  any  hope  remains  of  attaching  | 

him  to  their  Ixwly.  Hence  the  in-  i  I  fass  to  another  evil  among  you, 
diiforcncc  and  uncharitable  surmises  j  closely  connected  with  the  former; 
wliicli  succeed,  as  soou  as  tiiat  hope  j  and  .that  is' an  idolatrous  attachment 
is  done  away.  i  to"  men  and  submission  to  liuman 

,  I  authority,  in  matters  of  religion.  I 

Bur  the  moment  any  one,  hew-  }  conceive  some  of  you  already  start- 
ever  little  acfjuainted  with  him-  j  led,  lest  I  should  touch  the  rejmta- 
self  or  with  Cod,  with  the  law  |  tion  of  U'rult'j  or  »f  J'letc/tcr, 
or  with  the  gospel,  gives  in  f.is  i  lircllircn  to  tlicin  it  is  of  liltie  con- 
iiamc  to  the  society,  liow  easily  are  j  srijnencc  what  you  or  1  think  of 
they  s-itisficd  I  Immcvli  itcly  he  is  [  tlu-.u.  J’nt  it  is  of  the  utmost  con- 
considered  as  in  the  way  to  salva-  j  scipicncc  to  you  to  remember  that 
tion  ;  and  if  lie  only  continoe  to  i  dhinerule,  “call  no  man  master  or 
speak  the  langimgc,  and  oliserve  the  j  Father,  upon  eartli  :  for  one  is  yonr 
i'onus  of  Mctliodism,  all  is  M  cll.  j  mraier,  even  (’hrist — one  is  yciir 

1  Fatlicrwbich  is  in  Heaven.”  Ido 
BaE  THREtJ,  be  more  solicitous  j  think  tiic  Methodist  society  has 
to  consider,  whether  tlicrc  is  not  !  forgotten  this  rule  ;  and  under  the 
too  jnrt  room  for  these  observa-  j  mask  cd'  following  these  iPcn  as 
tioria,  tbrit’.  to  refute  them.  I  do  not  |  they  follo'.vcd  Clirist,  has  set  them 
expect  that  mere  panymen  among  uj)  in  liie  place  of  Clirist  ;  im.p!;- 
jou,  while  they  continue  such,  will  citly  adopting  tiieir  sentimerits,  and 
loceir’c  tlicsc  admonitions,  and  I  regulating  its  faitli  and  piacticc  by 
can  anticipate  tlieir  answers  ;  but  _  theirs.  The  more  any  of  you  arc 
let  others  attend  to  them,  and  be-  ■  shocked  or  oftended  at  this  obser- 
warc  of  the  c\i!.  I  dcrirc  to  ac-  |  vulicn,  as  dcrocatorv  to  tlieir  char- 
knowledge  blit  two  f^rcat  parties — acter,  the  more  is  the  justness  of 
those  who  tiiroiii^h  rracc  arc  ‘‘  on  |  the  observation  evinced.  lilven 

•••  f  ^  ■  - 


the  I.ord’s  side.'*  and  those  wlio  j  though  they  were  less  deepiy  er-: 
arc  of  the  world.  The  for-  j  roneoiis  tliOn  I  think  they  were,  yet 
mer  are  scattered  Ihroup  h  vari-  !  it  woiiJd  be  sur:)risin^.r  if  men  who 


ous  outward  churches,  under  yari-j  liad  written  so  much,  and  done  so 


ou^  najnes:  but  they  are  all  one 
body  having  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one 
lr)pc.  Nothing  but  blind  bigotiy 
suggests  that  they  are  to  be  found 
only  under  one  denomination  ;  or 
-leads  any  to  act  us  if  they  thought 
Tliat  bigotry,  blessed  be  Ciod, 
is  lessening  among  lively  Christians 
•fall  denominations.  They  arc  daily 


much,  had  not  erred.  But  will 
Methodists,  in  genera!,  bear  the  i- 
dea  of  imputing  error  to  those  men  ? 
Is  it  not  generally  enougli  to  impose 
any  maxim  or  opinion  upon  them, 
that  Wesley  or  Fletcher  said  it  ? 
Are  not  their  wiitings  trcitcd  by 
you  as  paramount  to  the  scriptures  ? 
Isittlie  scriptures  you  put  into  th# 
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handi  of  those,  whom  you  have 
mads  or  want  to  make  converts  to 
Mcthodis’.n?  No,  you  send  them  for 
the  most  pari  to  Fletcher’s  Checks  ; 
and  btuf't  their  poor  heads  with  bad 
metiiphj^sics  and  worse  divinity,  be¬ 
fore  they  have  rightly  learned  the  first 
principles  of  the  gospel  of  Christ. 
And  if  they  be  directed  to  the 
Scriptures  at  all,  they  must  read 
them  accompanied  by  Wesley’s 
notes,  for  fear  they  should  imbibe 
from  the  scriptures  any  thing  con- 
trarv  to  Methodism.  This  is  the 
Xs'w  to  make  inotliodists — zealous; 
b’u'utted  imethodists  ;  but  indeed  it 
is  wot  tl'.c  Wiiv  to  make  simple  and 
clcNoiU  Ciiristians.  It  is  the  way'to 
inflame  tiieir  minds  ai^ainst  the  per¬ 
sons,  ^vllom  Mr.  ^V"cslcy  and  Mr. 
rietcher  opposed,  and  to  make  them 
bitter  controvcrsalists  ;  but  it  is  not 
the  way  to  combat  their  natural  pre¬ 
judices  against  the  truths  of  God,  or 
iO  them  with  the  sincere  milk 
of  his  word. 

Asti  yourselves, brethren, bow  ma¬ 
ny  of  yoiirprcsentopinions  have  you 
adopted  from  a  serious,  diligent  and 
humble  examination  of  the  scrip¬ 
tures,  in  the  spirit  of  prayer,  waiting 
on  t!)e  b\ithcr  r#f  Light  for  that  wis¬ 
dom  w'hich  cometh  from  above;  and 
how  manv  from  a  rash  submission 
to  the  authority  of  human  teachers  ? 
I  know  so  much  of  this  spirit  a- 
mong  you,  that  I  a  n  av/are  many, 
into  whose  hands  this  address  will 
come,  arc  likely  to  think  me  worse 
than  an  infidel,  for  even  hinting  a 
doubt  of  the  excellence  of  Mr.  Wes¬ 
ley’s  and  Mr.  Fie  teller’s  writings. 
Yes  ;  I  kno  V  that  some  will  not 
endure  tlic  man,  who  shall  venture 
to  drop  a  hint  derogatory  to  their 
honor  ;  wliiie  they  easily  hear  in 
their  writings,  and  readily  adopt 
from  tliein  sentiinwits,  the  most  de¬ 
rogatory  to  the  honor  uf  Gcd  and 
our  Saviour. 


Thu  root  of  this  evil  lies  deep 
even  in  the  confirmation  of  your^o^ 
cicty.  According  to  its  origina 
constitution,  none  could  be  metn. 
bers  of  it,  but  those  who  paid  an  ah, 
solute  submission  to  Mr.  Wesley’^ 
uulliority  in  matters  great  anj 
small*.  He  claimed  and  exercised 
uncontrolled  power  over  his  minie* 
rous  societies  ;  and  vindicates  him. 
self  from  tile  charge  of  making 
himself  a  Pope,”  and  shacKlinij 
frcci>orn  Englishmen,”  by  ui’j^in^ 
that  to  him  tlic  preachers  liad  en. 
gaged  tliemselves,  to  submit  to 
serve  him  diS  sons  in  the  Gospel  ;’‘h 
that  to  him  the  people  in  general ■ 
would  submit  ;  and  that  every  ■ 
member  might  leave  him  whenluB 
plcasedf.”  I 

IIow  solicitous  Mr.  Wesley 
to  attach  this  authority  to  cvcriB 
thing  he  wrote,  is  evinced  even  by" 
that  instruction  of  his  assistants  con¬ 
tained  in  his  minutes — to  ‘‘take 
care  that  every  society  be  duly  sup¬ 
plied  with  books  ;  particularly  with 
Kemfiisy  Instructions  for  Childrer.^  m 
and  the  Primitive  Physic  :  which  I 
ought  to  be  in  every  house.  O !  I 
why  is  not  this  regarded  It  real- 1 
ly  is  not  to  excite  a  smile,  that  I  I 
make  such  a  quotation  ;  but,  if  pos-  I 
sible,  to  excite  your  attention  to  a  * 
fact,  melancholy  in  its  consequenc¬ 
es-  I  pretend  not  to  decide  upon 
Mr.  Wesley’s  character  in  the  sight 

*  Give  no  tickets  to  any  that 
wear  Caiashes^^^  nor  ‘‘  to  any  man 
or  woman^  who  does  not  leave  off 
snuff  and  tobacco. — Minutes  of  se¬ 
veral  conversations  between  the 
reverend  Mr.  Wesley  and  others. 

London,  printed  by  G.  Paramor?:^ 
1791,  pag.  13,  &  29. 


t  Ibid.  lag.  10. 
\  Ibid./ioge  3ff. 
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bf  God.  He  was  actively  laborious 
in  las  life  ;  and  I  am  informed  was 
most  amiable  in  his  manners,  and 
ivinnin;^  in  his  address*  1  hat, 
no  doubt,  contributed  to  the  o- 
ver^rown  jiifluence  wnich  he 
possessed.  Hut  ihis  I  know,  that  an 
Apostle  would  not  have  attempted 
to  usurp  such  dominion  over  >ou,  as 
he  established  over  his  societies. 
Nor  ha^  his  autlmrity  died  with  him. 
His  name  and  ids  writings  sull  ena¬ 
ble  persons  much  inferior  to  him  in 
talctils,  to  niaiiUaii>  that  dominion. 
Butjud  ge  yc,  how  far  a  Clnisliau  is 
warranted  bysciipture.  in  becoming 
a  member  of  any  society,  cj)on  such 
terms  of  absolute  submissmn  to  the 
aulliority  of  a  man — even  to  the 
best  and  wisest  of  men. 

But  Brethren,  besides  your  party 
spirit  and  your  idolatrous  veneration 
of  men,  there  are  otlicr  evils,  to 
which  I  desire  to  call  your  atten¬ 
tion.  Looking  at  the  general  as¬ 
pect  of  Methodism,  and  comparing 
it  with  the  Christianity  of  tiiC  gos¬ 
pel,  I  see  a  striking  contrast  indeed 
— betw'ccn  the  obtrusive,  tumuliu- 
ous  I)ustlc  of  the  one,  aiul  the  calm 
and  sober, khougli  hapjiy  and  hcaven- 
Iv,  character  of  tlic  other.  You 
hold,  indeed,  scriptural  and  impor¬ 
tant  phrases  ;  but  in  the  sense  in 
W'hich  you  hold  them  Sc  the  manner 
in  w  hich  you  apply  thcm(as  a  body) 
t!»cy  appear  quite  diflerent  tilings 
from  wii?it  I  discover  in  tlie  scrip¬ 
ture.  Faith,  grace,  justification, 
sanctification,  Sec.  are  terms  in  lYe- 
quent  use  among  you  ;  but  they 
seem  all  perverted,  and  employed 
to  sanction  a  system  of  human  fee-- 
strongly  wrought  on  cither  in 
tlic  w  ’  y  of  distressing  terror,  or  joy¬ 
ful  emotion.  These  you  call  rx/ieri- 
ence ;  and  any  nran  who  nijintaini 
the  precariousness  and  insntficicncy 
of  these,  you  arc  too  ready  to  pro¬ 
nounce  an  enemy  to  experimental  re- 
ligon.  ^ 


3Sf 


.  Brethren,  I  holu  as  stroii,,:y  as 
any  of  you,  ihai  .sil  tr  ue  icligicn  be¬ 
gins  and  is  carried  oii  b;  ti:e  pcjwer 
ot  God  exper  encod  in  the  hcait  ; 
but  1  know  this  is  pcrfcctlrUji^uvict 
from  the  natural  ugit^li(»r  oi  t‘  e  pas^ 
sions,  into  whicb  it  the  object 
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the  minds  of  Its  mcnibers,  1  can 
sec  no  divine  power  in  tl  e  mtehan- 
ical  groan,  a.ui  iLe  p^riodicul  An.en, 
\?ithoiit  wliiclj  yoU  consider  ycur  re» 
ligioiis  meetings  li  elcss.  I  caf*  res 
no  divine  powt  r  in  ti.t  .^c  tumiihu  us 
assemblies,  w.  jch  ita\e  at  vriieus 
limes  been  encouraged  anv  ng  you, 
and  are  now  ci.couraged,  wl  eit  two 
cr  three,  or  more,  are  at  the  san.e 
moment  uttering  petitions  to  Gcd 
witii  Stentorian  voices,  and  oil  ers 
are  going  about  among  the  people 
urging  them  to  cry  out— till  tl.cir 
nevvesare  wrought  upon  to  screech¬ 
ing,  swooning,  and  various  hysteric¬ 
al  idVcclions,  w  Idch  you  are  laugl.t 
to  consider  as  the  power  of  God. 
W'hcii  attempts  arc  made  to  impose 
j  tliis  on  the  world  for  religion,  seri- 
I  ous  Christians  'will  be  disposed  to 
weep,  and  the  rest  of  mankind  to 
laugh.  I  know  thatyovi  do  not  ad  take 
a  part  in  thc.se  incelirifps  to  wiiich  I 
allude  ;  tht.t  they  arc  not  universal 
among  you.  But  there  must  be 
some  awful  delusion  on  i!»e  minds 
of  a  society,  wliicli  not  o.dy  tole¬ 
rates,  but  cuuntenancci  and  approves 
of  such  practices. 

Cut  do  I  not  see  the  pnnci'-dr  of 
tlietn  sanctioned  !iy  the  !  a*i- 

ihoriiy  among  you,  in  it.e  i-  turn 
made  by  your  leaders  ofci.e  sprrific 
numbers,  '.vho  w  cro  r*c/zr/;;r,»./,  wlio 
\\eicju.s^(/ied^  who  were  ftartcr^ji  cly 
at  the  several  places  at  wl.ic.i  iheyr 
preach.ed  ? — i.  e.  of  the  niiinl.er 
wdio,  under  sudden  feelings  of  ter¬ 
ror,  feelings  of  joy,  or  feelings  of 
what  they  call  holiness,  critdout  in 
language  corresponding  to  these  in¬ 
stantaneous  impressions*  Indeed, 


AddrcBB^ 


Brethren,  there  must  be  a  radical 
error  in  the  system  upon  which 
such  a  fabric  cun  he  built.  I  re¬ 
strain  myself  from  expressing 
wljiit  I  fear  of  the  men,  who  lead 
you  into  such  a  quagmire  of  blas- 
.phcinous  absurdity.  But  I  call  on 
\’ou  !)ot  to  be  deterred  by  the  wcii^rlu 
of  their  names,  or  tlic  number  of 
tiieir  folio  wers,  from  looking  at  the 
delusion  in  its  naked  deformity. 


llAviNCr  mentioned,  in  general, 
xvhat  you  Cull  yv^ur  r.vA’rr:>;:rr,  i  am 
led  to  say  a  few  words  on  those 


meetings  in  wliieh 


yv)0  speak  of  this 


experience  .  with  cac«  ot!»er — your 

and  /oxn  ycust^;,  1 
think  1  know  something  of  the  b»cs- 
sedness  of  free  intercourse  and  un¬ 
reserved  com ’011)10.1^0:1  between 
Christians.  Ba:  •  am  persuaded 
that  mcetinrs,  condacteci  as  yours 
are,  inU'it  prove  in  numv  instances 
liighly  ini  i.ious;  laui  perhaps  tney  * 


are  most  Iniurieus  to  tnosc  wiio  like 


them  most.  At  litem,  eaclj  mem¬ 


ber  of  ;  our  society  is  weekly  called 
on  to  declare  tiic  state  of  Iiis  sou!,  in 
ll:e  presence  of  otners,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  \2  ov  CO.  The  most  truly 
experienced  Cliristian  is  best  able  to 
Setv,  Slow  nice  aUvd  trying  a  matter  it 
is,  to  spcwk  before  othe  rs  of  him¬ 
self,  :\ni\  of  !;is  walk  with  God.  It  is 
not  at  ail  times  or  at  any  periodica! 
intervals,  thathc  iiilldarcto  attempt 
it  ;  and,  when  he  docs  see  it  expedi¬ 
ent  to  speak  upon  the  subject,  it  will 
be  with  holy  fear,  whether  he  speaks 
of  his  sorrows  or  oi  his  joys.  But 
among  you  ilie  weakest  arc  every 
week  put  lipon  this  exercise  :  those 
w  ho  have  lio  real  experience  in  re¬ 
ligion  at  aih  arc  brought  forward  to 
riccl-ire  their  experience,  and  diillcd 
eiiiicrinlo  iiypocrisy  or  self  deceit. 
Tliey  hear  one  and  another  around 
them  speaking  the  language  of 
complaintor  «f  rejoicing,  of  distress¬ 
ing  anxiety  or  assured  confidence  ; 
and  tlrey,  in  their  turn,  rcUiil  tht 


gleanings  of  th«  phraseology  they 
liavc  heard.  They  utter  perhaps 
the  most  hunulialing.Goniplants  ef 
themselves,  and  are  secretly  fided 
with  a  proud  satisfaction  at  the  tho’t 
of  having  complained  so  well  and 
spoken  so  humbly.  Set  in  motion 
by  this  gust  of  self-  oinplaccncy, 
they  arc  ready  to  receive  th*  exhor¬ 
tation,  which  their  class-leader 
gives  them,  to  v/ork  out  strenuously 
what  is  wanting  of  their  salvation. 
They  report  progress  at  the  next 
meeting,  fur  which  they  Iiavc  been 
preparing  in  the  iuterval.  They 
iiavc  now  to  say  (as  thi»y  have  heard 
others  say,)  that  they  are  thirsting 
— wrestling— on  the  stretch— for 
juMificatiun.  'riiey  arc  sent  away 
with,  encouragement,  pcriiaps,  to 
will  it  tliut  night  i>y  vioience  ;  and 
in  all  pi'nbabiliiv ,  by  the  following 
meeting,  they  will  Jiavc  to  declare 
that  they  liave  obtained— that 
wliicli  tliey  arc  taught  to  calJ 
jlcaiion—w  lively  impression  ou 
their  minds,  of  some  w  ords  of  scrlj)- 
turc,  as  if  u  voice  from  heaven  told 
them  that  their  jjns  were  forgiven. 
The  poor  creature  is  tiicu  rejoiced 
over,  and  rejoices  over  himself,  as 
liaving  experienced  the  blcs  ing  ; 
talks  of  experience  witli  delight  ; 
and  naistahes  his  fondness  of  talkintr 
of  it  for  zeal  and  spiritual  fervor,  lie 
is  given  to  understand,  that  all  he 
needs  now  is  to  keep  up  thos  feel¬ 
ings.  and  to  go  on  in  t!ic  same  v/ay, 
to  attain  w  hat  is  called  sancti/icution. 
Kc  is  questioned  ww^ekly  as  to  hii 
progress,  in  this  efibrt,  or  perhaps 
is  employed  to  question  others  ; 
and  if  he  only  continue  regular  in 
attending  his  class,  and  precise  in 
the  observation  of  Methodist  disci¬ 
pline,  no  doubt  is  entertained  l)j 
h/imself  or  others  of  ids  Cluistiani- 
ty  ;  tvhile  he  has  only  exchanged, 
perhaps,  tlie  sins  of  drunkenness’' 
and  swearing,  for  the  sins  of  spiritu¬ 
al  pride,  censorionsness,  and  hypoc¬ 
risy.  If  he  caa  only  deceive  iiiim- 


« 


V 


jfddrcffny  ifc. 


.•>2r 


ielf then  sufiiciently  to  imagino  tliut  |  consequence  of  which  they  livo 
siirsin  is  at  the  same  instant  exter^n-  |  Kvitliout  sin  in  thev^ht^  tvord  or  dted. 
inated  from  within  him, the  covJrse  is  j  Aye,’’ mcihinks  i  Iiear  some  ex- 


finishcd  ;  and  his  rr/2rr/r;zcc  held  up 
as  a  pattern  to  all  the  society, 

f 

Let  me  not  be  understood  to 


claii!!,  now  wdrat  we  suspected  ap- 
j)ears  :  he  is  a  C^alviu'c^t,  ad¬ 
vocate  for  sin — an  enemy  to  holi¬ 
ness.’'  ^V'el!,  lirrthren  !  as  one 
tncan,  that  all  run  such  a  course,  j  said  long  age,  strike,  hut  hear 


who  talk  of  their  experience  at  your 
class  incclings.  God  forbid  !  I 
trust  many  attend  tlicm  wiio  arc 
honest  andsiiH[)lc  in  heart  ;  though 
fcucti,  1  believe,  are  often  made  mis¬ 
erable,  by  them.  But  you  have  a 
verv  dificrent  idea  from  tneof  the  Inl¬ 


ine  so  would  I  say-— think  me 
as  ill  as  }  on  please,  but  reject  not 
what  I  orfer  without  serious  and  can- 
(lid  examination,  'fctiic  cliUrgc  of 
being  a  Culvhii.^t^  I  shall  say  n  few 
words  by  and  by.  Jiiit  whatever  I 
be,  I  believe  as  (irmlv^  arid  cie.  laii^ 


‘  sented  iii  vour  svstem  ;  and  while  I 
believe  the  biblc,  1  must  i}e  certr.ia 
that  any  man,  who  says  he  hu^  no 
is  a  liar,  and  the  iruth  is  net  in  him  ; 
and  mv  reverence  for  the  rAWwau- 
thoritv  will  iiot  allow  rrie  to  be  clc- 
terred  ficm  avowing  that  certainly,^ 
by  the  narr.cs  or  esti.;naiion  of  xtuv* 
men,  w  ho  have  told  tijat  lie,  or  coun¬ 
tenanced  others  in  teliing  It. 


man  heart, its  (Icceilfulriess  and  cor-  {  as  explicitly,  as  any  .  ^hat 

notion:  if  you  do  not  think  such  a  i  without  holiness  no  man  sh'd!  see 
course  is  the  naturrd  consequence  j  the  Lord.”  but  I  believe  the  T«atui  © 
of  such  meetings.  Yet  I  am  aware,  |  of  that  lioliness  is  awfu’iy  rfiistukeii 
that  these  meetings  are  a  favorite  j  by  many  n^ethodiats,  mnu  misropre- 
part  of  your  system  :  and  I  do  not 
wonder  at  it  ;  for  they  arc  peculiar¬ 
ly  adapted  to  keep  you  together  as 
u  body.  I  know  to  what  imputa¬ 
tions  the  declaration  of  mvojiiuion 
about  f  iiem  will  expose  me.  But  I 
shall  be  tbankfuij  if  what  1  b.ave  said 
shall  even  excite  any  of  you,  in  at¬ 
tending  them,  to  use  more  caution, 
mere  secret  prayer,  more  inward 
watchfulness,  than  lormcrly. 

j  (To  le  continued,') 

But  some  of  you  perhaps  arc  rea- 
fly  to  say, "  what  l  igl.t  !'*as  this  mpai 
to  suppose,  that  any  among  us  walk 
in  sucl)  a  self-deceiving  course,  or 
make  such  a  false  profession  of  ex 
pciicmccr  as  he  has  just  now  dc-  I  While  Israel  marcl  cd  tliro’ tlic 
scribed  ?”  I  candidly  own,  that  I  I  wilderness,  the  blackest  night  had  a 

have  met  seme  Methodists,  and  •  piliur  of  fire,  and  the  b'  ightest  day  a 

read  of  others,  who  to  mv  judgment  j  pillar  of  cloud.  So,  in  this  world, 
gave  evidence  of  being  in  vaiious  j  things  never  go  so  well  with  God’s 
stages  of  Unit  course.  But  indeed  I  1  Israel,  but  they  have  still  something 
am  not  I’ond  of  deciding  on  tlic  state  j  to  groan  under  :  nor  so  i:!,  but  they 
or  characlcT  (jf  ir.dividuals,  w'hcrc  !  have  still  some  comfort  to  be  thank- 
tkicre  is  any  room  for  doubt  But  I  |  ful  for.  In  the  churchmiilitant,  as  in 
must  add  that  there  is  some  among  j  the  ark  of  old,  there  are  both  a  loj 
you,  of  w  hom  I  can  have  no  doubt  |  and  a  pot  of  manna, 

that  they  arc  in  the  last  and  most  f  Dr,  Arrcvjsinitlds  chain 

awful  stage  of  it  :  I  mean  all  those. 


FRAGMENT 


Cj/,ririCjJues, 


wlio  avow  that  they  have  altairicd  |  If  v*e  v/ould  well  understand  tl;e 
hr.tsamc  perfection  in  holiness,  in  f  scriptures,  w  e  must  bellow  pains  ia 


J^ragmmts^  iD'c 


abilities,  bcini;  once  in  tUc  company 
of  a  person  of  weak  intellects,  but  a 
real  cUristian,  and  supposinjj,  no 
doubt,  tlu.t  be  should  obtain  an  easy 
liiuinpb,  and  display  bis  ungodly 
wit,  put  the  Ibliowing  question  to 
bi?n  : 

i  imclerf, land, sir, that  you  expect 
LO  to  heaven  when  >ou  die  :  Can 
yc'u  t-ll  nir  wluA  sort  of  a  place  hea¬ 
ven  is  Yes. sir, replied  the  e.hris- 

tK«n,  f  lruT  rn  is  a  /irrfitired  f dace.  Jot 
a  prctiared  peoj.tc  ;  and  if  your  soul 
is  not  prei^arcri  for  it,  with  all  your 
boaslCv'l  wisdom  you  will  never  enter 
there.” 


Comparing  one  part  with  anotlier  ; 
for  the  Lord  seems  to  liavc  arranged 
them  as  they  are,  porposcly,  to  ex¬ 
ercise  our  diligence,  and  to  distin¬ 
guish  th(;sc,  v*’ho  value  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  truth  from  such  as  do 
not. 

Scotds  Mies  on  tr.c  FAlle. 


^  For  vain  applause  transgress  not 
scripture  rules  ; 

‘  A  wiuv  sinner  is  tlic  w  orst  of  fools.* 


Reflection. 

Have  you  a  friend,  in  w  hom  you 
can  phAce  implicit  confuicnce  ?  He 
ii  a  Christian.  For  unless  a  person 
is  known  to  act  from  principles  of 
integrity, in  private  as  well  as  public, 
your  confidence  in  luni  will  be  limit¬ 
ed.  For  a  proof  of  tidis  sentiment, 
ask  the  lewd,  unprincipled  man, 
upon  w  hose  w^oid  he  placesthe  most 
dependence— whether  his  own  as- 

A 

ciate’s,  or  that  of  the  sincere  pi'ofcs-r 
sor  of  religion  ? 


Obvious  truths  can  never  be  the 
objects  of  disquifilion  ;  and  com- 
moidy  received  maxims  and  cpin- 
ionsare  generidiy,  t!'.f>iigh  often  ve¬ 
ry  grf;iir'd;e-,H!y,  niistaken  for  obvi¬ 
ous  truUis  ;  .*.nd  the  mistake  is  the 
more  seldom  disrovcredJiocau^e  the 
p^^si;•l!^ly  of  misiuke  is  very  seldoui 
suspeolcd. 


The  human  nund  is  the  most  ex 
priitdcd  by  contcm[)!ating  the  char 
acterof  ("od,  Sc  v/ hen  guided  ic 
veialio]j,  it  treads  on  safe  ground. 


The  failure  of  the  last  nmiiber  of 
the  Evidence  u'as J'or  veant  oj  fa/ier. 


The  insolence  of  infidelity  stlencedy  by 
the  testimony  of  the  truth. 

A  scoffing  infidel  of  considerable 


CoMMU}tTCAT^JONS  fov  the  RcH}: 
gious  and  Moral  (.lazettc^  finer  oj 
fiostaife^  Tjill  be  (frutifudy  rir rived. 
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